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TAKEN AT THE SEVERAL. 


ANNUAL CONFERENCES 
OF THE 
METHODIST EPISCOPALCHURCH 
IN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
FOR THE YEAR 
1815. 


Bhe Book Agents having received a prin- 
tel Memoranda of the late Rev. Dr. 
Coke, and knowing the death of this 

reat and good man and minister of 
ots Christ, was an event in which 
thousands in America, would feel deep- 
ly interested ; they deem it proper to 
make some extracts from said Memo- 
randa, which must suffice, til they are 
furnished with materials to present the 
public with the memoirs ef a man, who 
for talents, learning, piety, and useful- 
ness to mankind ; has been equalled 

_ by few since the days of the Apostles. 

De. Coke was born at Bredon, in 

South-Wales, Oct. 6, 1747. His father 

was a physician in that fown,and died 

when the Doctor was young. He was 
sducated at the public grammar-school 
there. Thence he removed to Jesus 

Vollege, Oxford, where he graduated — 

While at the University, he was a Deist. 

‘hen about 25 years of age, he filled the 

Nice of chief magistrate of the corpora- 

tun of his native town, with great repu- 

ation, and greatly prometed the good or- 
er ofthe town. He was said to have 
ven awakened to a sense of his need of 

‘generation, by reading Dr. Wither- 

poon’s treatise on that subject. He was 

urate of Road, and afterwards of South 
etherton, both in Somersetshire. 

Aug, 13, 1776, he had his first inter- 

ew with Mr. Wesley, which Mr. Wes- 










Jourual. vol. v. p. 23. 

August, 1777, he had been dismissed 
from bis curacy, and attended the Con- 
ference in Bristol, andalterwards accow- 
panied Mr. Wesley upon a tourinto Corn- 
wall. 

1778, his name first appears on the 
printed Minutes of the British Confer- 
ence. 

1780, he was Mr. Wesley’s assistant 
in the London Cireuit. 

Sept. 18, 1784, he sailed for the United 
States of America, the first time, with 
Messrs. Whatcoat and Vasey. Nov. 3, 
he landed at New-York, and communica- 
ted to the preachers anew plan of gov- 
ernment and discipline forthe Methodist 
societies on the continent of America, 
drawn up by Mr. Wesley and himself, 
which was afterwards published. March 
9, 1785, while travelling in the Uniter 
States of America, he was in imminent 
danger of being drowned in crossing the 
river Akatinke, in Virginia, during a 
flood. This the Doctor always thankfal- 
ly remembered asa great deliverance, 

Sept. 24, 1786, he satled for Nova Sco- 
tia, with Messrs. Warrener, Clarke, and 
Hammett ; but after enduring the most 
terrible tempests for thirteen weeks, they 
were driven to the West-Indies, and és- 
tablishine missions in them, sailed to the 
United States. 

Oct. 26, 1788, he sailed avain with 
Messrs. Lumb, Gamble, and Pearce, to 
the West-In«ies, and returned by way of 
the United States. 

Oct. 16,1790, he sailed, with Messrs. 
Lyons and Werrill, tothe West-Indies, 
and then to the United States. 

Sept. 1, 1792, he sailed with Mr. Gra- 
ham, for the United States, anit returned 
by Jamaica, and the other West-India 
Islands. 
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In 1794, he visited the United States 
i Re. « the Doctor was President of the 


is) Conterence at b.eeds. 
Jn 1800. he was Presidentofthe Ameri- 
can Genera! Conference at Baltimore. 

In 1804, he visited the United Siates 
of America tor the Jast time. 

fy 1805, he was again President of the 
Kee Pah suConference al sheifeld. 

April 1, 1805, he marvied Miss Smith, 
of Beaifouw. in Wiltshire, wae died in 
Loidon in 1210. 

i”, 1371. ke married miss Loxdale, at 

Liverpool. who died in 1812. 

fi Dec. 31, 1213, he sailed for Ceylon, 
with Six preacners, Messrs. Lynch, Ault, 
Eirskine, Harvard, Squance, aud Clough, 
aid twe vl their wives. On this @ccasi- 
on he writes thus in ius Journal: “ My 
divine cali to Asia has been so iadubita- 
biy.ciear, that, if all human aid had been 
withield, i t should have been o! nliged io 
hs wwe thrown evefy thing ito the bards 
of my God. and te have said to him, Ub Ve 
Jan, send me to Asia. 


Mr. Clough’s account of Dr. Cane, 
Dec. 10, 151 3.—We left London and 
proceeded to Portsmouth, where we were 
ty eyabark. I have seildoin seenthe Doc- 
ter more Usely and hapoy than he has 
bee thy; ; day : he cK onsidered this as the 
commencement of his and the 
thoneht that he had so far succeeded 1 


obtaining the consent of Confe with 


MmIssion, 


rence, 


© 


him, (and 


Si Hliss 


that all 


jonaries fo Accompany 
these were cither gone or on their 
Wa} Portsmouth) afforded dina un- 
8: eaha'ste pie: asure, Iiis happy soul 
would t reque! it] y break fortis in loud py al- 
Ses 10 (iol. who had collecte vd his little 
party at Portsmouth. and they were all 
assembled hina. he lifted un his 
heart and hands to God. and broke forth 
in the following laneuage: ere we are, 
all sefore God, now embarked in the most 
IsporR TANT, st GLorious work 
fn the world.— Glory be ase rived to his 

he has given you to be 


' 
roti 


“eid up 


blessed name. 
iny compunrons and pootite i in carrying 
the Gospelto the poor Asiatics : and pe 
he has nol suiFer d PARENTS, BROTHER 

sistTEns, or the oRARKST FRIENDS (6 slap 
any of y u from accompanying me to In- 
dia. At this time he seemed as thou: xh 
he had not a dormant faculty about him, 


th) at 


every power of his soul was now ¢ employ. 
ed in forwarding the work in which he 
hau engayed, 

Wien we had artved safe on beard, | 
was ready to conclude that every anxions 
thought had taken its Hight from the Doc. 
tors f procured the carpenter to fix un 
his bed ; > afier he had taken proper re. 
freshment he retired tu rest, ana ier f as 
couortal ly as t: hough he had been on 
land. Tite next morning he rose, as 
commenced his usual practice, as one a- 
inidst busy multitudes alone: he wrote 
several lk tren, sto send by the pilot to land, 
when he ler the ship. The ship’s com. 
pany } Han n soon to notice kim as a sin. 
milar character. When we came into 
the Bay of Biscay, and had to contend 
with vales of wet ain tempestuous seas, 
seemed ahke unmoved, and 
puraued his labours of prayer, study, real. 
ia, and writing, with as much settled 
composare of mind as though he had been 
onljand. Now it was that the Doctor, 


the Dox ‘Tor 


who had been to the present a suspected 


person, began to gain the good opinion, 
attention, and even respect of ali the pas- 
senyers. His polite and easy address, 
his attaiuments ia literature, were ¢ “oniSpile 
cwos traits in his character; and thesg 
together with the sacred office which he 
sustained. attracted the venerati ya ofall, 
QO: Saturday, dan. 8.—Dr. Coke propo- 
sed to grin ea short lecture upon some pes 
sag? ot Scripture the next day, alter tie 
‘aytata had read prayers ‘on deck: this 
offer was not denied, but the weati ner be- 
ing untavourable, we were preye 
fromm having service in the intended man 
ner. iLlowever, this offer of the Doctor's 
was not afterwards entreated : this was 
rather a painful subject of refiection 
him, but he observed, * I believe our Cap 
tain has his reasons for tt.” Since the 
Doctor’s death. Captain Birch informe! 
me, that his instructions from his employ: 
ers were, that “ he should go on just a 
usual ” the Captain added, that + it 
had frequently been a matter of pain t 
him, to hinder so excellent and valuad:’ 
ainan, froin doing all the good in his se 
er. le Annet express the pes anc res 
pect which Lhave had fer Dr. 4 Oke, si sitic’ 
i have had the honour, and very gr 
pleasu re of kuowing him ;” but many 
the passengers were disappointed. thet 
frequently expressed their sorrow +! 
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scret that Dr. Coke could not fulfil his 


rm c 
promise. 

bi the whole of | DD is YOy ase, he scemert 
ty tive With ints mind fixed on that priate 
sec. Eph. v. 16, Redeeming the tine— 

io had ne idle moment, touch in a ship: ; 
ie work which he was engeged occupi- 
ed his = ntention next to esmmunion 
“ ith G od, every action of the day tended 
ty forware the work of God in Asia. In 
te bexinning of the vovaze, he corrected 
part of the Old and Testament of 
ie Portucuese Vulgate ; this he intended 
to print wumediatel y on en arrival at 
Ceylon; but when reflecting on the na- 
raytance of se ifing > the preys for the Ghd 
atid New Testaments, and the infancy of 
wir work, it was thought p roper to defer 
that at present, and bev rim W ith something 
af less magnitude,such as‘? Practs. ravers, 
Hymns, &c. "Phis being determined up- 
on. the Doctor began to write Hymns, 

Sermons. Pp ertuguese Prayers, and trans- 
late our dh ‘ymin s: 1 believe he has trans- 
lated nearly fifty. 

Drawiag near the Jines. f bean to have 
rerious Hpressions that the Doctor would 
materially injure his health, and express- 
ed those fears to Mr. Harvard, whe was 
fully of the san ie aad t also consul - 


- daew * 


iNew 


te il coy eral med gentieman on board 
the ship, who were witnesses of his con- 


eet : ta they gave it as their decided 
opinion, that if he pursued the same line 
of conduct in India. he would very soon 
injare hiinself. But the diffieull y was 
how to prevail upon him to give upany, 
or almost the whole of th at employ ment 
in whieh he so much deligh ted and which 
lheconsidered ofsuch importance. How- 
ever. L would say, * Dec tor, you certain- 
ly must take a litte exercise in the apen 
airupon «deck ; it will undoabtedly be 
conducive te your health 37? he frequen t- 
ly commited 3 at other times he would re- 
tise, stating, (no donbt, what in some 
respects was true.) that the motion of the 
ship was a ereat deal of exercish to him. 
Knows the delight he took in viewing 
eny thing that was curious ornew,|! some- 
times had him out several times ina day 
10 see shoals of lying fish chased bya dol- 
phin: a shoal of ‘porpoises ; the catching 
of a shark : to see a whale, or view an is- 
land: and he always thanked me for 
giving him the jnformation.—He also 
took oreat delight in viewing the beauti- 
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ful appearance of the clouds about sun- 
set, which in these latitudes’ are strik- 
ingly grand: and on these occasions | 
could sometimes keep him upon deek for 
halfan hour; yethe laboured veyy bard 
and aiways tose with the sun: so that 
when we were under the line, he began 
to be a Jittle out of order : but scan rece- 
vered ; and from that p riod until we vot 
reund the Cape, and near the line again, 
he was as activeand lively as Lever knew 
him to be. Yet, lL believe this kind af 
labour was too severe for amen of bis ad- 
vanced age in this hot climate. and I aim 
sorry to add, not only fi om my own 
thoughts, but also from the judgment of 
the above- mentioned set al yentlemen, 
that it was one means of haste ning his 
sudden death. Yet while we view and 
deplore this conduct, as exemplified in 
the case of our venerable leader, it isa 
standard of emulation, at which all young 
ministers ought to aspire: and even our 
passengers confessed that Dr. Coke’s con- 
duct was a tacit reproof to all. The on- 
ly way in which J can account for his un- 
remitting labours is this :—-that as Asia 
had so long occupied his serious atlenti- 
on, and to “send the Gospel to so preata 
naunmver of immortal souls. whe were in 
heathenish darkness and superstition, 
was now the-chief concern of his life 3 as 
more ihan once, since we came on board, 
he had told me that if he had not EUC- 
ceeded tn establishing the present Missi- 
on, he believed it would have broke his 
heart 3 but having se clear a discovery of 
the will of God on the subject, be cas 
liimeelf upon his direction, fally persua- 
ded that his wey would be m oul of the 
divine ap probation af the undertaking, 
and now determined to spend and be 
spent inso glerions a cause. And now 
having m ale a becinning, by translating 
ancl COND o sig in P mtuouese, he. ¢3 jr ?)- 
enced erent f ; in his « soul: 3 an rd when he 
bscucl conpieed’ a short sermon or prayer, 
he always read them tous with joy and 
eratitude ; but that which afforded hina 
the greatest joy was. when, in our prayer- 
meetings, we sung his translation of our 
hymns imto Portuguese: and which (ac- 
cording to our judgme nt) were transla- 
ted astonishingly well. Among ali these 
labours, our ever dear father enjoyed 
veep communion withhis Lord and Sa- 
viour ; this we felt both in our public and 
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private meetings, when he had the sol- 
diews together wi desired tu flee from 
the wrath to come. Tow lovingly and 
earnestly he would atidress them! and 
how fartentl¢ would he address the Lord 
Jesus on their belalf! Theselittle meet- 
ings he considered as dawnings of the 
gosel i in the Kast. “B.C. 
uesday, May 8.— This day (sod has 
visited as with a most awful and affli crive 
dispensation. Our highly esteemed and 
veuerable leeder is takea fromus. #r. 
Coke is dead. This morning he was 
found dead in his cabin, While we view 
every circumstance of this most distress- 
iny Visilafion, we are led to wonder and 
adure. The event would have been tess 
alarming had lie been encircled by his 
friends, who mig’ ¢ have lieard his latest 
testimony, recei ‘vet his dying jastructi- 
ons, and obtained directions haw to pro- 
ceed in a work of this great missions but 
these advantazes were not enjoyed, and 
we are now left to lament. the departure 
of our rene and to tremble for the 
cause of God. Fle is gone : f and he is 
gone to receive a crown of righteousness 
that fadeth notaway. His deat’, though 
a loss fous and to the cause of God, to 
hitnselfis infinite gain. Though sud iden, 
his death was gloions: he died in the 
work of God, with his soul fired with an 
ardent desire aud zeal for the enlarge- 
ment of his church, ate the Divine elor 7. 
F orsome time before his death, it appear- 
ed that he had »o desire to live, but to see 
tie Gospel established in Asia. Ife fire- 
quently o-served, that he had given up 
his life to Asia; and it is astonishing 
with what assiduity he pursued bis ob- 
ject. Though near 67 years of age, ina 
short time he acquired sucha knowledae 
of the Portaguese languaye. that he had 
written many sermons, ‘and translated 
many hy mns: this work he was engaged 
in but esterday, and is now enjoying his 
reward. ‘Thus did he 


“ His body with his charge lay down, 
And cease at once to wok and live.” 
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FAMILY SERMONS, 
No. XXX. 
Gal. vi. 10.— Let us ao good unto all men. 


True benevolence was never properly 


tnderstood or feltin the world, till our 
blessed savivr came down from heaven, 


and offered, in his own person, a hori, 
ous display of that love which dwells ig 
God, and which was the INVVING Catise of 
all that our blessed Saviour either Sail, 
or did, or suflered. His whole life was 
one scence, one grand act of benevolence, 
wherein we hardly know which to ad. 
mire most, the purity of his motives, t e 
extent of his designs of good, lis inte. 
fatigable extitions, or his painful suller. 
ings. And with his conduct, his docti ine 
exactly agreed. It breathed peace and 
good - will To man. It ec f-rced on all hig 
followers the same love which he hiinself 
had manifested. Actuated, thereiore, by 
a fike spirit ef love, his apostles jaid 
ther nselve s out to do goed to their te liow. 
creatures. Silver sand ‘cold tl, ey! had none, 
but what they had they gave liberally. — 
‘they went into every and pres ching the 
vlad tidines of the Gosy e}, and inp art 
hope and consolation to perishing silanes, 
Aud while thus employed in is LOrthy 
the best interests of man, they were con 
tent, after the example of thei: Masier, 
tyuenduie hardships, and to le expesed 
to hunger, and thirst, aud makediess, 
and pent, and the sword, without a iu 
mer 3 nay, they joyfully suifered jer se 
cution, and even death its If; and in the 
midst of their sufferings they fory i 
and prayed fer all who had it jured the: 
returning good for evil, and vlessi: for 
cursing. From them the true c onverts to 
C hristianity in every commer of the earth 
caught a portion of their great Master's 
spirit: their hearts glowed with a like 
love to their fellow-creatures, and like 
him they went about doing good. 


it is true, indeed, that, in ihe present 
day, many persons may possess a kind 
avd liberal disposition, aud exert them- 
selves for the ‘coud of others, who are 
hot true disciples of Christ Jesus. bat 
the fact is, that the influence of Christi- 
anity has extended itself far beyond the 
limited circle of its real disciples. Its 
light has to a degree been diffused in al- 
most all lands s and wherever this has 
been the case, men have received at least 
a part of the truth. If the true motives 
from which men eught to act have not 
been felt, they have at least been acknow- 
ledged. If the duties owing by man to 
man have not been practised, they have 
at least been uriderstood. The doctrines 
of the Gospel have tius hud a silent and 
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iptvect. but powerful, influence in the 
world at large, by which the stanard of 
worality has been raised, the moral taste 
vefined, and a more quick and accurate 
wave of what is right aid wroug commu- 
niceted. 

Christianity, then, being the ereat 
eource of true kindness or benevolence, 
we ought ever to regard it as the wears 
of producing charitable affections, and 
alsa as our guide in regulating them.— 
Would we do good te cour fetlow “Hen, 

we must look to the Lord Jesus Christ: 
we must etudy diligentiy las werds and 
conduct; and we shall then learn what 
ave tie motives which ought to influence 
us, and the rules by which we ought to 

p! coed, 

Yhere are some who perform acts of 
charity merely from osfentation, "Vhisis 
not charity : it is vanity. And this moe- 
tive has been so strikingly reproved, and 
so fauilly exposed by our biessed Lord 
inovell. that men who act from it are 
sshamed to own it. and studiously con- 
triveé’ty diseutse and conceal it. Noman 
now, like the pharisees of old, sounds 
a trumpet before him when he gives alms. 
The injunctions, and the example ot 
Christ, have prodaced this great change. 
“Hetnot thy left hand know what tay 
rvht hand deeth’ was his direction s 
and to this bis conduct always cornes- 
pounded, lis manner was always the far- 
thest possible from ostentation or display. 
Hesides he set the standard of duty i 
this respect so high as to exclude beast- 
ia. every one being conscious that, in- 
steal of exceeding, Le fell) short in bis 
duty, and that, after having dene his 
utmost, he was still an ubprolitavie ser- 
vant, 

There ave many who expect some return 
lor their charity.. Gne person requires 
gratitude at least to be shewn him: and 

he is disappointed, be thinks himself 
justilied in being more sparing for the fu- 
lure. Another expects that his charity 
will at least be a balance against his de- 
fects, and thinks with satisfaction of the 
stock of merit he 15 laying up for the 
greatday of account. But alms. bestow- 
ed on such) principles, is net charity but 
barter: it is the giving up part of your 

roperty tor something of equal value.— 
. owitisof the very nature of true charity, 
Matitshould be free, and without hope 





of reward or return, And here let us 
lock to onr great Pattern: what reward 
did he ask in quitting bis throne of glory 
above, dwelling amongst sinful men, and 
groblige alpoul dow woudl F Jie met with 
ingratitude, but be dees pot once come 
plain of it; nov does he, on that account, 
restrain his kindness. His aim was te 
do good, and in doing good he found all 
the reward he sought. What an affect. 
ing example do we see in him of the high- 
est disinferestedness, and the purest ge- 
nerosity ! Hedid not need us or our 
services. We could make him no return, 
yet he stooped to the lowest step of hu- 
miliation, and laboured with the most un- 
wearied exertion for our benefit, uiimev- 
ed by reproaches, opposition, and evil 
treatment, and even by the prospect of a 
cruel death from the hands of the very 
men whose good he earnestly sought. 
Yhat, then, is the spring and founda- 
tion of true charity ? Our blessed Lord 
has amply explained it im his conduct. 
First, .2 supreme love to God ; a love 
fo hin eecupying the whole soul. [t was 
this which animated the breast of our 
Iiessedt Redeemer. It was his meat and 
drink to do his Father’s will, and that 
will was the redemption and salvation of 
sinners. ‘Lhe same motive he set before 
his disciples. Tie represented his Father 
as altogether good, and kind, and lovely, 
and enjoined obedience to him as a free 
tribute of gratitude and love ; as the ho- 
inace of alfcction, not of fear: as the 
duty of ason, not the work of a servant. 
Love to God, then. should teach us todo 
what is pleasing to him. But what can 
be more pleasing to him than imitating 
itis example who is the best of beings, 
and shewimng kindness, for his sake, to 
his creatures, who, though fallen, are the 
work of his hands. Our Saviour has 
shewn us what was the work which he 
knew his Father would approve 3 for he 
was always engaged in doing good, in in- 
structing the ignorant, raising the feeble, 
relieving the distressed, lessening the 
prevalence of sin, and removing the evils 
it had brought upon the world. a 
A second principle of true charity 
which our Lord laid down, and from 
which he constantly acted, and which in- 
deed, flowed from love to God, was love 
to mankind, Fie has given a clear mea- 
sure for thislove. We are “ to love our 
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neigibour as ourselves :” we are “ todo 
to dthese as we wontd they eh uld co to 


us.” The exteit to which this love mav 
be carried, ts ype y heft ul lived s be- 
cause like ry other holy p: inciple 


taught by the “ : pel, it never can be 
carried tu its fail evient. Wo man cau 
love God or his netehbour too mach. nor 
can he ever dv too much good to his 
neighbeur, ‘She best man living can ne- 
ver be so zealous in his exertions, so full 
of kitnluess and compassion ashe ought 
tobe, Oovr bord alone carried this love 
tw its highest pitch. He laid down his 
life even tor r his enemii a, Ties heart clow- 
ing with love te God. and melting with 
pity toman, he went alont ¢ loine rood. — 
this life was devoted to this object : and 
he has herein left us an evan le, net to 
equal, indeed, Lut to tmitate. 

Let us next remark the uaweared zeal 
with which our Lord laboured in the ser- 
vice of mankind. ‘To do eaod was not 
with hina a thing that happened only new 
and then 3 a departu ve from the usual 
course of his employment: it was his 

«tater! business i his object in life. He 
was engaved 
love. The taught by Gay 3 > he pray ed hy 
hight: he instructed in publie and in pri- 
vate, in the field and im the femple. ia 
Jerusalem and in the villaves of Gaililee. 
What town, what village in Jucea, did 
he not visit. wotne about to do gon ty the 
belies ane the eouls of men?  iLow cra- 
crusty did he carry the pad 
sulvation to those who wonld not he at 
the pains of seeking fi it! His beady was 
worn with toil, and his friends 
him beside himself on acceunt of the 
creatoos3s of bis Jnbours. Would we 
rightiy value our exertions ? Let us 
cwapare them with his All, indeed, 
have net power to ae va mselves, as 
hedid, to the good of ¢ 
decd, are we called to ne colt 
ons; butal! the disciples of ¢ 
ty possess the same spint of feve which 
rfuenced him and all oveht to consider 
the good of others as the elte! ompect for 
which they dive. And here tweuld re- 
snark, that t:is smirit 


' 
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wars: nor. lie 
-eame ache 


ist ort 


may be as much 
shewn in laborring to do good to those 
immediately around us, and esnecialiy to 
those of our own family, as in seeking 

out objects of distress abroad, and eivine 
them pecuniary relie. A heart touched 





with hout ceasin xin labours of 
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with a lave like that of Christ, will shey 
itself in continual though sinall acts of 
kindness :in candonr, in forbenran C.ih 
comforting the ailieted. advising Ap 
donbifal, warning the cinner,as well ; 
in rehevirg Vodiiy wauis: for thes did 
Christ act. 

If then we 
charitable dis; osition, 


wish to cultive® truly 
leftus Tnok 4 
yreat Pattern, aud compare our Tite wit) 
his. Let us think how esntinaally he 
was emploved in dome veod to 
and hew 
We are chiefly emploved in ministeriia 


; 
seldum we are thus emn!orad 


es 


to ourselves and eniy do wea Thrives 
‘ i* 2 ia ‘ SF gk j 5 
ac it BY ot ' - 4 ‘ 
eceasionaly He ministered th orhers 
constantly, and never sovght his own 


Case, nfeasure.or dui rence 
itis a 
bounty must be asked, otherw ime 
ised from exere 
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redempti on, ro one of the children ef 
men sought hishelp. When lie came i 
io the world to execute it, thouwmh ne 
came unto his own, his own received him 
not. Yetdid he not, therefore, cive up 
his work in disoust. He stil! continued 
to Isbour assituously. Tle healed even 
where he was not asked. Tle sought ovt 
objects of pity. And when he was go- 
ing to be exatied himself, he comranded 
ht is minister sto preach | his G ya prt a to eve. 
ry creature. They were te eo ta the hist 
ways and hedges, and bring in the poor, 
the maimed, the blind and tire walt. And 
now that he i is exalted on hivh, he doc 
not wait to be entreated : he entreats.— 
ife invites the sinner to come to him, and 
okiain, without money or price, the bles 
ines of his Gosnel ; and, “unprovoked bY 
neglect, he continues to ‘urge him with 
warnings and entreaties, so long «#3 he 
remainsina state where mercy may le 
granted. 

Men arealse apt to be weary in well-do- 
ing ov to be discouraged in their exert 
ons. New charities, indeed, will often 
meet with encouragement : novelty fiay- 
ing an influence as well as charity. Its 
the patient continuance jn well doing 
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which best proves the strenz'it and the 
purity of principle. liwe took to Christ, 
we suall see that the want of success did 
not damp his zeal. “Though all the day 
long he stretched forth his hands to a dis- 
gedient and cain saying people, we read 
of no intermission of his Jabours. He 
persevered i the same course tothe latest 
hour of his life. Atthe isoment of his 
sate” ' 
one of the persons who had come to seize 
him. Even the pangs of death couid not 
lessen his love. tle pardons a malefac- 
tor while he himself is hanging on the 
cross. : 

We often find the benevolence of men 
restrained within very narrow limits.-— 
They will readily give a small sum eut 
of their abundance; they will unite fora 
charitable purpose 3 but they will spare 
very little time, which is often worth 
more than money, or make few sacrifices 
of convenience or comfort to attain it.— 
But whea we look to the character of our 
blessed Lord, we are astonished to see 
how much activity, and how many sacri- 
fices, his benevelence ied to. Uvery mo- 
ment of his trme was employed in doing 
good ; he shrunk from no degree of self- 
denial ; he cheerfully met the severest 
sufferings for the benefit of others. He 
patiently bere the contradiction of sin- 
ners. He prayed for his murderers. Pie 
was inade a curse for us that we might be 
delivered from the curse. How low a 
kind of charity is that, then, which con- 
fines itself merely to giving a small part 
of our abundance to the poor and needy, 
compared with our taking pains and trou- 
ble, and exposing ovwelves to reproach 
e sufferings on theve account ! 

Among men, there isoften seen aharsh- 
hess of manner, even in giving relief.— 
Our Lord’s example may be of use to us 
mihis respect. as shewing the spirit in 
which benefits should be confered. The 
mildness and genileness of his manner 
were truly admirable. He assumed no 
ar of superiority when he bestowed the 
greatest blessing. & Son be of good cheer ; 
thy sins be forgiven thee.” He, in ge- 
beral, exerted his healing power the mo- 
ment he was applied to ; and as if nothing 
extraordinary had happened, he went on 
to perform some other act of kindness. 


Observe also the mildness ofhis reproofs: 


of the lepers cleansed by him, ou- 


apprehension, he heals the wound of 


ly one returned to give thanks, he iaeres 
ly asks, Vere there not ten cleansed, bu 

avhere are the pine?” And when his 
disciples had been contending for- rank, 
he reproves them by taking a [little child, 
and commending belore them his sinmpli- 
city ard indiference to worldly honours. 

Let us also coasider, witha view to 
the reeulation of our own conduct, the 
variety of good which aur Saviour per- 
formed. He healed the sick: he eave 
sight to the bind; he comforted the 
mourner 3 he pardoned the sinner. But 
though he was ever ready to relieve the 
bodily waats of inankind, we may casily 
nerceive that their spiritual wants were 
those to which he chiefly attended.— 
Nay, the good whichhe did to the body 
was intended to promote the good of the 
soul. Ifhe healed the body. it was with 
a view to save the soul. This was his 
chiet object ; to restore men to the fayour 
of God, totleliver them from the power 
of Satan, to turn them from darkness to 
light, to make them happy mu another 
word. 

Letus then learn from the blessed Je- 
sus wnat ought ever to be our chiefobect, 
in every plan of benevolence. And 
while we are anxious toadd to the tem- 
poral comforts of our fellow-creatures, Ict 
us, in the name of our Lord aed Master, 
endeavoar alsoto add thatspiritual know- 
ledyve which may be the means of afford- 
ine chem abiding peace here, and eternal 
happiness hereafter. They will be dis- 
posed to receive kindly the exhortations 
of those who minister to their bodily 
vants. Let us then unite, as much as 
possible, instruction with our charity, 
and in the name of the Lord Jesus, and 
after his examole, seek to confer bles- 
sings, which the wealth of both Indies 
would be cheaply given to purchase. 

It isa common saying, that we ought 
only to relieve the deserving. But this 
rule must be admitted with many excep- 
tions. The love of Christ was shewn to 
all. Ido not say that our bounty should 
be repeated! y bestowed on those who will 
abuse it: but great distress, though com- 
bined with much unworthiness, has a 


claim on cur charity, and we must not 
suffer our hearts tobe hardened by the 
ungrateful returns we may often meet 
with from those whoin we have benefited. 
The kinduess and love of our blessed Re- 





deemer embraced a world which was cor- 
rupt and unworthy : a world in which he 
was despised, reviled, and, at last, put 
to a shame!ul death. The broad mantle 
of charity will cover a multitude of sins. 

The benevolence of cur Savieur shew- 
ed no appearances of partiality. The li- 
mits of his bounty, like those of the light 
and heat of the sun, were as wide as the 
universe, This was the more remarka- 
ble, as at that time the most narrow pre- 
judices prevailed. ‘The Jew would not 
shew even common compassion to the Sa- 
Maritan. But our Lord’s. benevolence 
broke through all such narrow lines of 
distinction. And our charity, if it he 
like his, will knew ne difference of sect, 
party, colour, rank: distress alone will 

orm a clan to our pity. . OF eur blessed 

Lord’s bounties, all classes of men par- 
took ; the Jew, the Samaritan, and the 
Gentile, the rich aid the poor, the learn- 
ed and the ignorant, the bond and the 
free, the barbarian and the Greek, the 
old and the young, tle invited even lit- 
tle children to come to him, that he 
might lay his hands on them and bless 
them. 

There is one class of persons in the 
world, indeed, whose lot is peculiarly 
hard; the poor. ‘To them, therefore. was 
the attention of Christ especially turned, 
That they might see they were not oycr- 
looked, he, as it were, consecrated pover- 
ty, and raised it to an honourable rank, 
by takire tt on hunself. He fixed his 
chiefresidence among them. He became 
the son of a carpeater. We chose his 
apostles from amony poor fishermen.— 

e made it a distinguishing mark of his 
kingdom that to the poor the Gospel was 

ched. Aiter our Lord’s example, 
then, let the poor havea peculiar inter- 
est in our benevolence. It is but little, 
perhaps, we can do in relieving their bo- 
dily wants ;but if, by soothing counsel, 
by kind advice, by condescending atten- 
tions, by well-timed assistance, we can 
make them less sensible of the hardships 
of their state, we do much. But above 
all, let us be anxious to teach them that 
poverty is but'a temporary evil ; that the 
time will saan come when all earthlydis- 
tinctions will cease, and when our hap- 
piness will depend on the use we have 
made here of the talents, be they great or 
small, which God has put into our hands. 
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Letus then stady attentively the cha. 
racter of that great Pattern which is set 
before us. Let our kindneas to others hs 
formed on his model, and directed by his 
proces and example. Thus may qe 

ope forthe blessing of God to attend us, 
fur we shall be indeed the children of 
our heavealy Father, who sendeth his 
sun to shine on all; and we shall one day 
hear those encouraging words addressed 
tous, Come ve biessed of my Father 
inherit. the kinede:n prepaced fig vou 
from the fuuadation of the world.” ~ 4. 
men. 

To the Editor of tie 

Many persons having been much 
interested by reading, in the Obituary 
of the Christian Observer for Mar 
last, the affectine cireumstance of 4 
young man’s selecting his own epi- 
taph. six weeks before his death, and 
frequently reading it, { have sent you 
acopys if you think itworthy of in- 


ertion. 
B. W. 


Epitanh in Paddington Church-yard, r?- 
ferred to in the Christian Observer for 
May last, pege 331. 

BASIL OWEN WOODD, 
Ridest Son of 
The Rey. Basil Woodd, 

Died Murch the 19th, 1811, tat. 23. 
FAREWELL! BUT NOT FOR EveER! 
The following lines were selected by 

himself, 

In youth’s gay prime, for earthly joys [ sought! 

ut heaven and my immortal soul forgot. 

Inviper days, affiiction’s smarting rod, 

By Grace Divine tanght me to know my Goo. 

The change! bless’d w:th my expiring breath, 

Ascribing life to that which caused my death 

Farwell, vain world! my soul, exalt and sing! 

Grave, where’s thy victory now ? Death, where's 

thy sting |!” 

* The deceased selected the above lines for 
his own epitaph, six weeks before his ceath ; 
had them pinned over the chimney-p.cce in his 
chamber; and would frequently read them 
with great feelings, solemnity, and gratitude. 
= EE ee 

uo All Communications for the 

Christian Monitor, or letters fer the E- 

ditor, should be addressed te P. DE 

VAL, Publisher. 
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